
First, thank you to the committee for your work during these 

unprecedented times. Navigating the education landscape in this 

day and age is ever changing, ever challenging and never as 

important. 

 

Currently, school districts across this state are doing the best 

they can based on the financial, as well as educational 

challenges that lie ahead of us. The economic security of tens of 

thousands of hard-working education and other professionals is 

now controlled by an executive order from Gov. Walz along 

with guidance from MDE. These decisions are also impacting 

over 893,000 students in MN.  

 

Because executive orders and MDE guidance do not carry all the 

same consequences of laws, legislation had been introduced to 

retain and pay hourly school employees and contractors during 

closures related to Covid-19. However, during these difficult 

times we must be extremely prudent to ensure that the future of 

MN Education is not saddled with the mandates as outlined in 

HF4415. And sadly, I say this recognizing that thousands of 

Minnesotans are being laid off; and our school workers aren't 

exempt from that. I wish they were.  

 

We can't afford to hinder the future of education in our state by 

saddling financial burden today. Rather, we need to balance the 

future of education in MN by supporting and enacting into law 

SC7474-2 to ensure that vital state aids and local levies continue 

to flow to schools, but does not mandate/force districts to keep 

staff on their payroll when local fee revenue and other sources 

have dried up. Also, Sec. 4/6.2 Fund Transfer for FY2020 

(ONLY) would give Districts the local control they need to 



allocate and maximize their finances to meet their greatest needs 

for their students and staff.  

 

Prior to Covid-19, the E12 Committee was addressing Literacy 

with a laser focus. By enacting this legislation I trust that we can 

return to addressing the literacy needs of MN Teachers and 

Students. They are counting on us to do that for them. We can't 

allow Covid-19 to detrack us from that mission. The future is 

bright for education in this state, but we will need the resources 

to light the way.  

 

Thank you for your consideration and again, your service to all 

Minnesotans. 

 

Winnie Martin 

Parent of District 273 

6012 Ewing Ave. S. 

Edina, MN  55410 

952-484-5575 

 
 


